Daigyo-ji Temple (age unknown)

Daigyo-ji temple was once a branch of Myohon-ji temple, but now it is an independent temple enshrining the goddess of childbirth. Women pray at the temple to enhance their fertility, and there is even a pediatric doctor practicing on the temple grounds.

Daigyo-ji's association with childbirth dates back to the Kamakura period during the tenure of the fifth chief priest, Nitto. According to legend, at that time, there were rumors of a ghost running amok in the district, causing those who saw it to become sick or otherwise meet with misfortune. Unfortunately for Nitto, his daily rounds between Myohon-ji temple and Daigyo-ji required him to cross the Nameri river, where the ghost was often seen. One night while returning from Myohon-ji, he encountered a disheveled woman carrying a baby in her arms. As she stood at the edge of the river in her bloody kimono, Nitto inquired who she might be, thinking that this was the ghost.

The woman replied that she was the wife of Akiyama Kageyu, and that she was on the verge of dying due to a difficult childbirth. Although her baby had survived, she was too ill to carry her child the rest of the way across the river. Nitto volunteered to chant a sutra to give her the strength to continue across, but she asked if Nitto could carry the baby in her place. Still chanting, Nitto received the baby and brought it to the other side. As soon as he stepped onto dry land, he looked down to find that he was not holding a baby, but a pile of leaves. Looking back at the woman, he saw that the baby was back in her arms. He urged her to continue on across the river, and this time she made it all the way. When he searched for her later the woman and the baby were nowhere to be found.

In the night a few days later, Nitto dreamed of a beautiful woman who thanked him for his help and handed him a brocade pouch with a piece of gold in it as payment for his assistance. Nitto then visited Kageyu Akiyama, a retainer of Yoritomo Minamoto, and showed him the pouch. Akiyama recognized the pouch as belonging to his dead wife, but confessed that she had been dead for a few weeks already.

Having reached the heart of the matter, Nitto returned to the temple and erected a monument for the solace of the woman and her child, and prayed that all women might have an easy childbirth. After Nitto's actions, the district ceased to be haunted.

An excellent description of the temple may be found at the following external website: http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/~QM9T-KNDU/daigyoji.htm
